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INTRODUCTION
	 This	 essay	 explores	 the	 linguistic	 and	historical	 connections	 among	
several	 indigenous	 groups	 of	 Western	 Amazonia	 that	 have	 been	
denominated	 “Kulina,”	 “Marubo,”	 or	 variants	 of	 these	 terms.	 	 Because	
the	 groups	 in	 question	 have	 not	 been	 in	 continuous	 contact	with	 non-
indigenous	 societies	 throughout	 the	 past	 centuries,	 much	 confusion	
has	 surrounded	 their	 ethnic	 and	 linguistic	 identity.	 	 Evaluation	 of	 all	
the	 linguistic	 information	 available	 for	 these	 groups,	 which	 includes	
nineteenth-century	 word	 lists	 and	 historical	 commentaries	 on	 mutual	
















vicinity	of	 the	Peruvian	 town	of	Maucallacta,	 along	 the	Amazon	River,	
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Figure 1:  Map of western Amazonia showing the location of all the towns, rivers, and streams 
mentioned in the text, and of the different groups denominated Kulina or Marubo 
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and	(2)	Modern	Marubo,	spoken	by	the	current-day	Marubos	of	the	Nawa	
group	of	the	Mainline	branch	of	the	Panoan	family,	who	number	about	
1,000	 and	most	 of	whom	 live	 on	 the	 upper	 Ituí	 and	Curuçá	Rivers,	 in	
Brazil.		
	 The	 goal	 of	 the	 present	 study	 is	 to	 resolve	 the	 confusion	 that	 this	










involves	 a	 one	 hundred	 eighty-five-year	 time	 lapse	 and	 Spix’s	 list,	 the	
only	 linguistic	 source	 available	 for	 Kulina	 of	 Olivença,	 contains	 an	




could	 have	 taken	 place.	 	The	 ethnohistorical	 investigations	 involved	 an	
assessment	 of	 all	 the	 available	 historical	 reports	 of	 groups	 designated	
Kulina,	Marubo	or	variants	of	these	terms,	and	of	oral	histories	provided	
by	 Panoan	Kulina	 of	 the	Curuçá	River	 and	Modern	Marubo	 speakers,	
documented	by	me	and	by	anthropologists	working	among	these	groups.
	 In	 this	essay	 I	briefly	 introduce	 the	Panoan	 language	 family	and	 its	
Mayoruna	 and	Mainline	 branches,	 essential	 background	 for	 evaluating	
lexical	 comparisons	 and	 reports	 of	 mutual	 intelligibility.	 	 This	 work	
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	 	 	 (Modern)	Marubo	(spoken	in	Brazil)
	 	 	 Katukina	(spoken	in	Brazil)
	 	 3.	Poyanawa	subgroup
	 	 	 Poyanawa	(obsolescent,	spoken	in	Brazil)
	 	 	 Iskonawa	(obsolescent,	spoken	in	Peru)
	 	 	 Nukini	(obsolescent,	spoken	in	Brazil).
	 	 4.	Shipibo;	includes	Konibo	and	Kapanawa	co-dialects	(spoken	in	Peru)
	 	 5.	Headwaters	subgroup
	 	 	 Kashinawa	(spoken	in	Peru	and	Brazil)
	 	 	 Amawaka	(spoken	in	Peru	and	Brazil)
	 	 	 Yaminawa	dialect	complex,	includes	Sharanawa,	Yawanawa,		
	 	 	 	 Shanenawa	(=	Katukina	de	Feijó),	Shawanawa	(=Arara),		
	 	 	 	 Mastanawa,	Marinawa	(extinct?),	and	other	dialects		
	 	 	 	 (spoken	in	Peru,	Brazil,	and	Bolivia)
4
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prolonged	contact	with	 the	Shipibo,	 there	 is	 an	elevated	 level	of	 lexical	




on	 lexical	 comparisons	 using	 the	 Swadesh	 (1952)	 200-word	 list,	 and	
preliminary	phonological	and	grammatical	comparisons.4		My	preliminary	







groupings	 of	 similar	 languages	 are	 blurred.	 	 These	 observations	 are	
consistent	with	Panoan	speakers’	reports	of	mutual	intelligibility:	there	is	





and	 grammatical	 features	 were	 also	 considered	 for	 the	 classification	
presented	below	for	the	present	study.
	 The	 implications	 of	 the	 aspects	 of	 this	 information	 on	 mutual	
intelligibility	that	will	be	relevant	for	the	present	paper	are	the	following.	
First,	 any	 reports	 of	 two	 languages	 being	 mutually	 intelligible	 or	 “the	
same”	must	refer	to	languages	belonging	to	the	same	branch,	that	is,	the	




the	five	proposed	Nawa	 subgroups,	 especially	 one	of	 the	 last	 three,	 can	
sometimes	be	quite	difficult.
5
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The Kulinas of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries: missionary priests’ reports
	 The	 earliest	 reference	 to	 any	 Amazonian	 group	 called	 Kulina	 or	 a	













Only	 in	 the	nineteenth	century	does	any	 linguistic	 information	become	
available	for	groups	called	Kulina	or	variants	of	this	term	(see	next	section),	
so	the	identity	and	linguistic	affiliation	of	the	group	mentioned	by	Acuña	
will	 probably	 never	 be	 known	with	 certainty.	 	The	 principal	 reason	 for	
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I	have	 found	no	other	mention	of	 the	Quirabas	anywhere.	 	The	clue	 is	
that	the	-ba	ending	could	be	the	common	-bo/-vo	‘plural/collective’	enclitic	









In	 the	 same	manner	 I	 transferred	 the	Omaguas	 of	 Joaivate	 to	 the	 land	of	









	 Before	 moving	 on,	 it	 is	 worthwhile	 to	 consider	 the	 exact	 location	
of	 the	 San	 Pablo	mission.	 	 Fritz	 founded	 it	 1694	 as	 a	mission	 for	 the	
Omaguas/Cambebas	 (Fritz	 1922:26,	 Sweet	 1974:365).	 	 According	 to	
Branco	(1947:205),	“S.	Pablo”	was	originally	located	on	the	Amazon	River	
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TABLE 3.  Summary of reports of groups denominated Kulina or variants of 
this term. 
_____________________________________________________________________________








Castelnau	 1847	 	 Culinos
Marcoy	 1847	 Culinos
Osculati	 1847	 Culinas
Herndon	 1851	 	 Culinos
Bates	 1857	 Collínas	 Collínas
Chandless	 1867	 	 Colinos
Courboin	 1900(?)	 	 Curinas	(A)
Steinen,	Stegelmann	 before	1903	 	 Kulino
Azevedo	(Branco)	 1904	 	 Curinas
Sombra	(Branco)	 1905–6	 	 Curinas-espinhos
Linhares	(Branco)	 1911	 	 Curinas
Tastevin	 1908–23	 	 Kulina/Kolina	(A)
Carvalho	 1920–7	 	 Curinas	(A)
Oppenheim	 1935	 	 Curinas/Colinas
Figueirêdo	 before	1936	 	 Curinas	(A)
Schultz,	Chiara	 1950–1	 	 Kurina
Adams,	Agnew	 1950s–90s	 	 Culina/Madija	(A)
Silva	 1978–?	 	 Kulina	(A)
Melatti	 before	1981	 	 Kulina	 Kulina
Cavuscens,	Neves	 before	1985	 	 Kulina-Arawá	 	Kulina	do	Curuçá
Coutinho	 1995–6	 	 Kulina-Arawá	 Kulina-Pano	(M)
Tiss		 1994–present	 	 Madiha/Kulina	(A)
Dienst	 2002–present	 	 Kulina	(A)
Fleck	 2002–present	 	 	 Kulina	(M)
______________________________________________________________________________
a	Dates	refer	to	year	the	author	was	at	the	locality,	not	to	the	publication	date.
b Linguistic affiliation is included (in parentheses) only when this can be confirmed with at least a 
word list: A = Arawan family; M = Mayoruna branch of the Panoan family; N = Nawa group of 
the Panoan family (Mainline branch).  Others on the list lack linguistic data.
9
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later	alternatively	called	“Olivença”	until	about	the	1840s,	when	it	began	
to	be	called	“São	Paulo	de	Olivença”	(Branco	1947:205).	 	It	 is	currently	
located	at	 the	mouth	of	 the	 Jandiatuba	River	 (Figure	1).	 	São	Paulo	de	
Olivença	was	one	of	the	largest	towns	in	the	vicinity,	and	therefore	a	place	
where	travelers	were	likely	to	stay	a	while	or	at	least	stop	as	they	traveled	
















It	 [the	 Acuruí	 River]	 is	 inhabited	 by	 several	 nations	 of	 Indians,	 who	 are	
known	as	the	Uraicús,	Marauás,	Colínos,	and	Maiurúnas.		[...]		Next	we	came	
to	the	mouth	of	 the	small	 river	Jandiatuba,	populated	by	the	same	nations	
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Travelers’ accounts of Panoan and 
Arawan Kulinas of the nineteenth century
	 The	first	 published	nineteenth-century	first-hand	 report	 of	Kulinas	
that	I	have	been	able	to	discover	was	by	the	Bavarian	naturalists	Johann	
Baptist	von	Spix	and	Carl	Philipp	von	Martius	(1831:I:1187,	1189,	1196).	
Spix	 found	 “Culinos”	 in	 São	Paulo	 de	Olivença	 in	 1820,	 and	 collected	
the	first	 linguistic	data	 for	any	group	designated	by	this	 term,	namely	a	










	 No	 further	 linguistic	 information	 has	 ever	 been	 published	 for	 this	
Panoan	group	and	word	 lists	did	not	become	available	 for	other	groups	
denominated	Kulina	 until	 the	 twentieth	 century.	 	However,	 subsequent	
to	Spix’s	voyage,	several	nineteenth-century	travelers	provided	first-hand	
or	 locally	 collected	 second-hand	 information	 on	 groups	 called	 Kulina	
(or	some	variant	of	this	term).	 	Two	of	these	were	British	naval	officers	
Lieutenants	William	 Smyth	 and	 Frederick	 Lowe,	 who	 descended	 the	
Amazon	 in	 1835.	 	While	 they	 did	 not	mention	Kulinas	 in	 their	 travel	
diary	(Smyth	and	Lowe	1978[1836]),	“Culinos”	do	occur	on	their	map	of	
the	Amazon	(Smyth	1836),	located	at	the	headwaters	of	the	Acuruí	River	




twelve	after	Smyth	and	Lowe’s,	 three	European	 travelers	 independently	
passed	by	São	Paulo	de	Olivença.		One	was	the	Italian	traveler	Gaetano	
Osculati,	 who	 descended	 the	 Amazon	 River,	 reaching	 this	 town	 in	
December	of	1847:
11
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The	population	 [of	São	Paulo	de	Olivença]	probably	does	not	 reach	1500	
persons,	 including	 those	 who	 inhabit	 the	 neighboring	 fields,	 and	 almost	
all	are	Ticunas,	Campivas	and	Culinas,	baptized	previously	by	missionaries	
(Osculati	1990	[1850]:223).15















The	 Javari-Huasu	 or	 Great	 Javari,	 whose	 west-south-west	 direction	 is	
indicated	 at	 its	 embouchure,	 has	 not	 a	 single	 island	 throughout	 its	whole	
course.	 	 Its	 left	bank	 is	 inhabited	by	 the	Mayoruna	and	Marahua	Indians;	














Jandiatuba	River	 and	on	 the	 Jutaí	River	 in	1860,	but	not	on	 the	 Javari.	
This	inconsistency	between	his	travel	narrative	and	this	list	casts	doubt	on	
12
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the	veracity	of	Marcoy’s	information,	as	will	be	discussed	further	below.
	 French	naturalist	Francis	de	Castelnau	descended	the	Amazon	ahead	




According	 to	 this	man,	 the	nations	of	 the	 Juruá	River	are,	going	 from	the	
mouth	toward	the	headwaters,	in	the	following	order:	Marawas,	Cataochis,	











Herndon	 traveled	 down	 the	 Amazon	 and	 provided	 a	 locally-collected	
second-hand	 reference	 to	 the	Kulinas	 located	on	 the	 Juruá,	but	did	not	
mention	any	Kulina	among	the	residents	of	São	Paulo	de	Olivença	or	in	
the	vicinity	of	that	town.
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were	 more	 than	 two	 languages	 on	 the	 Juruá	 spoken	 by	 Indians	 called	
“Collína.”		I	doubt	that	the	São	Paulo/Panoan	Kulina	came	from	the	Juruá.	
Rather,	Bates	 probably	 heard	 from	 locals	 that	 the	 two	 similarly	 named	





	 British	explorer	William	Chandless,	 traveling	 in	1867,	 reported	 the	
existence	of	Kulinas	on	the	Juruá:
Above	the	River	Chiruan	[Xeruã]	on	the	right	side	of	the	Juruá	is	the	country	
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Last	 century	 [eighteenth]	 according	 to	 what	 travelers	 of	 that	 time	wrote,	
the	 area	 of	 the	 Javary	 valley	 was	 inhabited	 by	 the	 Indian	 tribes	 of	 the	
Maranas,	Panos,	Tapaxanas	and	Tucunas.		At	the	beginning	of	this	century	
[nineteenth],	these	tribes	had	already	been	substituted	by	other	tribes,	who	





arrows	 the	 distinguished	 hydrologist	 and	 astronomer	 Captain-lieutenant	
Soares	Pinto	and	seriously	injured	the	Peruvian	geographer	[Manuel	Rouand	
y]	Paz	Soldán.	 	Today,	 the	 Indians	 that	 live	 in	 the	 Javari	 valley	 are	 few	 in	
number	 on	 account	 of	 the	 continuous	 raids	made	 by	 the	 Peruvian	 rubber	





Therefore,	 it	 is	uncertain	whether	he	 consulted	historical	documents	or	
obtained	this	information	from	locals.		If	the	former	is	true,	this	would	not	
be	new	 information	 specific	 to	 the	Kulinas,	but	nevertheless	 it	provides	
important	 general	 information	 with	 respect	 to	 the	 conditions	 of	 the	
Indians	 living	 in	 the	 Javari	 valley	 at	 the	 end	of	 the	nineteenth	 century,	
which	will	be	important	to	understanding	the	fate	of	the	historical	Kulinas	
and	Marubos.	
The twentieth century: the Arawan Kulinas become well known
	 When	Daniel	Brinton	 (1891)	published	 the	first	 formal	description	
of	 affinities	 among	 some	Arawan	 languages	 (Brinton’s	“Araua	 linguistic	
stock”),	 there	 were	 no	 linguistic	 data	 available	 yet	 for	 the	 Kulinas	 of	
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	 duri	 “charm	made	of	resin	passed	over	the	body	in	sorcery”	

























Likewise	 with	 three	 Brazilian	 military	 or	 government	 officials	 who	
reported	the	presence	of	Kulinas	when	they	visited	the	upper	Juruá	and	
its	 tributaries	 in	 1904,	 1905–1906,	 and	 1911	 (see	Table	 3),	 as	 cited	 by	
Brazilian	historian	José	Moreira	Brandão	Castello	Branco	(1950:15,	23).




soon	 after,	 in	 collaboration	 with	 French	 ethnologist	 Paul	 Rivet,	 sorted	
out	 the	 differences	 between	 the	 two	 tribes/languages	 that	 had	 hitherto	
16
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With	good	 reason,	Chandless	 supposes	 that	Kulino	must	 form	part	of	 the	
Jamamadi	tribe.	The	Kanamari	designate	both	with	same	name:	Kólö;	their	
languages	resemble	each	other	much	and	form,	with	Paumarí	and	Arawá,	a	




vocabulary	 of	 their	 dialect,	which	 belongs	 to	 the	Arawakan	 group.	 	Their	
proper	 name	 is	 “Madija”	 (men)	 and	 not	 Kurina,	 a	 denomination	 which	
perhaps	comes	from	Katukina,	who	call	them	Kore.	(Tastevin	1924:422).26











cited	passage,	which	 is	 the	only	 information	 I	have	 found	 that	pertains	
to	 the	 disappearance	 of	 the	 Panoan	 Kulina	 of	 São	 Paulo	 de	Olivença.	







Did the Kulinas become the Marubos? A Linguistic and Ethnohistori
Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2007












Victor	 Oppenheim,	 who	 traveled	 to	 the	 Juruá	 river	 area	 to	 conduct	
archeological	work	in	1935,	confirmed	Carvalho’s	information.




















of	 earlier	 centuries.	 	 One	 plausible	 scenario	 is	 that	 in	 the	 nineteenth	
century	the	Katukinan	terms	motivated	homophony	through	phonological	
analogy	 to	 the	 pre-exiting	 similar	 denomination	 of	 the	 better-known	
Panoan	group.		This	homophony	would	have	led	some	to	assume	that	the	
18
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However,	 this	 expansion	 did	 not	 extend	 into	 the	 Javari	 basin	 or	 to	 the	
vicinity	of	São	Paulo	de	Olivença,	a	fact	that	will	become	relevant	in	the	
next	section.
	 Beginning	 in	 the	 late	 1950s,	 Summer	 Institute	 of	 Linguistics	
missionaries	 Patsy	 Adams	 and	Arlene	 Agnew	 began	 to	 work	 with	 the	
Peruvian	Kulina,	and	during	the	1960s	the	first	linguistic	publications	on	
the	Arawan	Kulina	appeared	(e.g.,	Adams	1962).		In	the	1980s	and	1990s	
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synonymy	to	the	already	confusing	homonymy.		In	the	1970s,	Able	Silva	
began	 to	 work	 with	 the	 Brazilian	 Kulina,	 and	 in	 the	 1980s	 linguistic	
publications	on	the	Brazilian	Arawan	Kulina	began	to	appear	(e.g.,	Silva	







from	Spix’s	 list	 that	 at	 least	 the	“Culino”	who	were	 there	 in	1820	were	
Panoan.		It	is	most	likely	that	the	rest	of	the	nineteenth-century	references	
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were	calling	people	from	this	group	“Kulina”	at	the	time	of	their	travels	in	
the	area.		It	is	through	these	authors’	publications	that	the	denomination	
Kulina	 was	 first	 applied	 to	 this	 group	 in	 the	 ethnographic	 literature.31	
Melatti	(1981:111)	was	told	by	a	Panoan	Kulina	of	the	Curuçá	that	his	
people	had	migrated	there	from	the	Juruá	River	and	Melatti	was	unsure	
whether	 their	 language	was	Panoan	or	“Aruak.”	 	Consequently,	Melatti	
assumed	that	they	were	a	group	that	had	broken	away	from	the	Arawan	
Kulinas	on	the	Juruá,	and	combined	the	two	groups	in	his	published	works.	








or	known	 to	 them	prior	 to	working	with	 local	Brazilians,	 the	Brazilian	
Kulinas	 now	 use	 “Kulina”	 as	 an	 autodenomination.	 	 Meanwhile,	 most	
Peruvian	Kulinas	(and	Matses)	are	unfamiliar	with	the	term.		Because	it	
is	the	denomination	that	has	gained	the	greatest	currency	in	the	academic	
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living	 in	Tabatinga.	 	 “Mawi”	was	 also	 the	 name	 of	 his	 father,	 the	 head	
elder	 of	 their	 faction,	 and	 also	 the	 term	he	 uses	 to	 refer	 to	 his	 faction.	
Likewise,	 “Kapishtana”	was	 the	 name	 of	 the	 head	 elder	 of	 this	 faction.	
Melatti	mentioned	this	Kapishtana	leader:




Fields	 (1970)	 recorded	 “Kapishtana”	 as	 the	 true	 denomination	 of	 this	
faction,	and	it	is	the	term	that	the	Kapishtana	Kulinas	told	me	that	they	
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for	 these	people.	 	Though	 this	was	probably	due	 to	 confusion	with	 the	















the	Chema	 and	 captured	 her	 along	with	 other	Chema	 and	Dëmushbo	





USES OF THE TERM MARUBO AND ITS VARIANTS







the	 latter	 conclusion	 is	 based	 on	 the	 following	 information,	 beginning	
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of	the	terms	Mayoruna	and	Marubo	to	refer	to	the	same	group	of	people;	
and	(4)	evaluation	of	cultural	features	assigned	to	the	nineteenth-century	
Marubos.	 	 Perhaps	 the	 most	 explicit	 identification	 of	 the	Marubos	 of	
Maucallacta	as	a	Mayoruna	tribe/language	is	in	an	entry	in	a	topographic	



















The	 fourth	 subsection	presents	 the	 relevant	Marubo	oral	 history.	 	Less	
frequently	and	less	reliably	than	in	earlier	reports,	some	twentieth-century	









This	 is	 the	 time	period	 in	which	 the	 term	Marubo	first	comes	 into	 the	
historical	record,	and	all	reports	of	Marubos	prior	to	1867	are	restricted	
to	the	Peruvian	towns	of	Maucallacta	and	Cochiquinas	and	the	adjacent	
forest	 south	 of	 the	Amazon	 (see	 Figure	 1).	 	Meanwhile,	 groups	 called	
24
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Maucallacta	was	 a	 town	 located	on	 the	 right	 (south)	bank	of	 the	 lower	
Peruvian	 Amazon,	 downstream	 from	 the	 town	 of	 (new)	 Cochiquinas	
and	 upstream	 from	 the	 town	 of	 Peruaté.	 	Maucallacta	was	 located	 just	
upstream	 from	 the	 mouth	 of	 the	 Cochiquinas	 River/Stream,	 and	 was	
formerly	 called	Cochiquinas.	 	 Jesuit	missionary	Manuel	 Uriarte	 (1952:
I:141,	226;	II:81),	who	worked	in	the	area	from	1750	to	1768,	reported	
that	on	several	occasions	Mayorunas	were	found	along	the	Cochiquinas	
River	 and	 taken	 to	 Jesuit	 missions.	 	 Eventually,	 in	 1761,	 the	 Jesuit	
mission	 of	Nuestra	 Señora	 del	Carmen	de	Mayorunas	was	 founded	 on	
the	Cochiquinas	River,	 and	was	moved	 to	 the	 shore	 of	 the	Amazon	 in	
1767,	at	the	mouth	of	Cochiquinas	River	(Chantre	1901:521,	523;	Uriarte	








just	 upriver	 and	downriver	 from	 it	 (at	Pevas	 and	Loreto),	 suggesting	 it	
stopped	 functioning	 as	 a	mission	 right	 after	 the	 Jesuits’	 exodus.40	 	The	
first	 reference	 to	 this	 town	 by	 the	 name	 of	 Cochiquinas	 that	 I	 have	
encountered	was	by	Francisco	Requena	(1991:13),	governor	of	the	Province	





village	was	 relocated,	we	may	 suppose	 that	 the	majority	 of	 the	 original	
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TABLE 4.  Summary of reports of groups denominated Marubo or 
variants of this term.
________________________________________________________________________
	 	 	 Maucallacta/	 Upper	Javari/	 Curuçá/
Author	 Date	 Cochiquinas/	 Gálvez	River		 Ituí	River











Carvalho	 1920-7	 	 Marubius	
Grubb	 before	1927	 	 Marubo	(M)
Tessmann	 before	1929	 	 Maruba	(M)
Alviano	 before	1943	 	 	 Marubas
Boutle	 1964	 	 	 Marubos	(N)
Fields		 1970	 	 	 Marubo	(N)
Kennel		 before1978	 	 	 Marúbo	(N)
Costa		 1988,	1990	 	 	 Marubo	(N)
Fleck	 2002-present	 	 	 Marubo	(N)
________________________________________________________________________
a	Dates	refer	to	the	year	the	author	was	at	the	locality,	not	to	the	publication	date.
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110	miles	 upriver	 from	 the	 town	of	Loreto:	 242	 inhabitants,	 the	majority	


































catechized	by	Mr.	Antonio	Villacres,	 founder	of	 that	population:	 they	 live	
united	in	a	society,	and	in	addition	to	these	there	exist	in	the	jungles	about	
four	hundred	who	come	out	to	the	town	for	short	periods	 ...	 	 (Paz	Soldán	
1862:542).44
27
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inhabitants,	 who	 are	 composed	 of	 emigrants	 from	Moyobamba	 and	 some	
civilized	Mayorunas	(Smyth	and	Lowe	1978	[1836]:265).
From	 the	 location	 of	 “Cochiquinas”	 on	 their	 map	 (Smyth	 1936),	 this	





to	 my	 knowledge,	 was	 by	 Manuel	 Ijurra,	 governor	 of	 the	 province	 of	














28	 leagues	 distant,	 and	 the	 Cacajuras	 infidels	 30	 [leagues]	 distant,	 who	
live	 hidden;	 to	 the	 north-east	 of	 Pebas	 and	 north	 of	Cochiquinas	 are	 the	
Ambiyacus	 infidels	 and	 to	 the	 south	of	 the	first	 [Pebas?]	 and	of	 the	great	
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Thus,	 Ijurra	 reported	 the	 Marubos	 as	 living	 south	 of	 the	 Amazon,	
approximately	south	of	Cochiquinas	and	Maucallacta,	but	did	not	mention	
any	Marubos	 living	 in	 the	 towns	 of	 Cochiquinas	 or	Maucallacta.	 	 Of	
particular	 interest	 is	 Ijurra’s	 information	 that	 the	Tikunas	were	enemies	
of	and	warred	with	the	Marubos.	 	In	light	of	this,	 it	 is	noteworthy	that	
other	authors	have	reported	that	the	Tikunas	and	Mayorunas	were	at	war	
with	each	other	 (Castelnau	1851:V:42;	Osculati	1990	[1850]:220;	Fejos	


















Castelnau	 provided	 the	 first	 and	 only	 linguistic	 data	 on	 any	 of	 the	
languages	 spoken	 in	 these	 towns:	 a	 fifty-four-word	 French-Mayoruna	
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The	 discrepancy	 between	 Osculati’s	 and	 Castelnau’s	 descriptions	 of	
Maucallacta	suggests	 that	Castelnau	probably	did	not	stop	at	 the	actual	




	 The	 next	 author	 to	 use	 the	 term	Marubo	was	Lieutenant	William	
Herndon,	who	traveled	down	the	Amazon	in	1851:
Cochiquinas,	 or	 New	 Cochiquinas,	 is	 a	 miserable	 fishing	 village	 of	 two	
hundred	 and	 forty	 inhabitants;	 though	 at	 this	 time	 there	 did	 not	 seem	 to	






















Morning.	—	8:45.	 	We	passed	 on	 the	 port	 side	 the	 town	 of	Maucallacta,	
30
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who	 attacked	 the	 town	 to	 steal	 from	 the	 plantations	 that	 the	 inhabitants	
made	(Mattos	1984	[1854]:58–9).50























In	 a	 later	 trip,	 in	1869,	Raimondi	descended	 the	Amazon	 as	 far	 as	 the	
present	Peru-Brazil	border.		He	reported	again	on	the	presence	of	Marubos	
at	Maucallacta,	this	time	with	some	ethnographic	notes:
11:04	 	Arrival	at	 the	 town	of	Maucallacta,	which	means	“Old	town.”	 	 [...]	
31
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Continuing	 upriver	 comes	 Maucallacta,	 in	 complete	 ruin.	 	 Cochiquinas	
also	does	not	exist,	except	for	a	few	houses	spread	out	downriver	(Samanez	
1980:132).53





















by	 baptism	 children	 of	 God	 and	 the	 church,	 but	 who	 have	 not	 yet	 been	
improved	in	externals	by	civilization	(Marcoy	1875	[1862–7]:II:309.
32
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The	 population	 of	 Mahucayaté	 [Maucallacta]	 is	 composed	 of	Marahuas,	
a	 group	 of	 Indians	 separated	 from	 the	 nation	 of	Mayorunas,	 with	 whom,	
notwithstanding	this	defection,	they	keep	up	a	good	understanding	(Marcoy	
1875	[1862–7]:II:310).		













II:223–225)	 leaves	 no	 doubt	 that	 Marawa	 belongs	 to	 the	 Arawakan	
language	family.		Evidently	Marcoy	conflated	the	two	denominations	due	
to	their	phonological	similarity	and	geographic	proximity,	and	presented	
them	 as	 a	 single	 tribe.	 	 Most	 authors	 equate	Marcoy’s	 Marahua	 with	
Marubo,	 though	sometimes	 they	also	confusingly	equate	 these	with	 the	
Arawakan	Marawa	as	well	(e.g.,	Martius	1867:I:427).		Günter	Tessmann	
(1930)	 correctly	 equated	Marahua	 (of	Marcoy)	 to	Marubo,	 and	 also	 to	
Maruba,	Mayoruna,	 and	Panoan,	 as	 have	 others	 since	 (e.g.,	McQuown	
1955:530).	 	But,	 because	 no	 other	 authors	 have	 used	Marahua	 to	 refer	
to	Indians	living	in	Maucallacta	or	the	vicinity,	it	is	best	not	to	consider	
Marahua	 a	 variant	 or	 synonym	 of	Marubo,	 but	 an	 isolated	 instance	 of	







Some	Umaüa	 [Omagua]	 families	 formerly	 inhabited	 the	 lower	part	of	 the	
Jutahy,	 near	 Sapo	 igarapé	 [stream],	 its	 first	 affluent.	 	 Since	 the	 dispersion	
of	 these	 natives	 the	Marahuas	 and	 the	Huaraycus	 have	 remained	masters	
throughout	its	whole	length.		Bound	in	friendship	with	the	Culinos	of	the	
Jandiatuba	and	 the	Mayorunas	of	 the	 Javari,	 these	natives,	 in	order	 to	pass	
33
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However,	Marcoy’s	 reports	 of	Marahuas	 on	 the	 Jutaí	 and	 the	 Juruá	 are	
surely	a	reference	to	the	Arawakan	group.
	 The	 second	 reason	why	 it	was	problematic	 to	 incorporate	Marcoy’s	
account	 into	 the	preceding	 section	 is	 that	 despite	his	 publication	being	
presented	in	the	style	of	a	travel	diary,	he	gives	no	dates.			We	can	deduce	




and	remained	there	about	two	months	 longer.	 	 	Marcoy	tarried	perhaps	
two	months	in	Tierra	Blanca	and	about	a	month	in	Pevas,	but	otherwise	
travelled	quickly	down	 the	Ucayali	 and	Amazon.	 	Further	complicating	
the	 dating	 of	Marcoy’s	 information	 is	 that	 he	 supposedly	made	 several	
trips	 to	Peru	 between	 1947	 and	 1960	 (Chaumeil	 1994:273),	 and	 could	
have	combined	his	new	experiences	and	findings	with	those	of	his	1946–7	
voyage	to	produce	his	1862–7	publication.
	 An	 additional	 problematic	 issue	 is	 that	Marcoy	 contradicts	 himself	
in	many	parts	of	his	accounts	(e.g.,	his	map	versus	his	text	with	respect	
to	 the	 location	 of	 the	 “Marahuas,”	 as	 cited	 above),	 and	 many	 authors	
(e.g.,	Antonio	Raimondi)	 have	 accused	him	of	 not	 being	 objective	 and	
of	having	falsified	information.		While	these	three	issues	make	it	difficult	
to	 incorporate	Marcoy’s	 account	 into	 our	 ethnohistory	 of	 groups	 called	
“Marubo,”	 these	 doubts	 do	 not	 warrant	 completely	 ignoring	 Marcoy’s	








the	most	detailed	first-hand	 ethnographic	 information	on	 these	people,	
34
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of	 holes	 for	 the	 purpose	 like	 a	 cook’s	 slice—with	 needles	 of	 the	 palm	 six	
inches	 long.	 	 Admiring	 the	 strength,	 audacity,	 and	 artfulness	 of	 the	 tiger	




The	 insertion	 of	 palm	 spines	 into	 the	 lips	 (and	 nostrils)	 in	 the	 form	
of	 feline	whiskers	was	 a	well-known	 cultural	 trait	 of	 some,	 but	 not	 all,	
Mayoruna	groups	(Chantre	1901:64;	Noronha	1856	[1768]:62;	Sampaio	
1825:69;	 Smyth	 and	 Lowe	 1978	 [1836]:224];	 Uriarte	 1952:II:xxxiv;	






Marubos of the Javari basin 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century
	 After	 Raimondi’s	 1869	 report	 of	 Marubos	 at	 Maucallacta,	 all	
subsequent	references	to	Marubos	are	restricted	to	the	Javari	basin.		James	
Orton	made	two	trips	to	the	Amazon,	in	1867	and	1873,	and	wrote	very	
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Unfortunately,	Grubb	does	not	make	explicit	the	source	of	this	information,	
and	his	conclusion	that	the	Marubo	are	a	subtribe	of	the	Mayoruna	may	















the	modern	Marubos	were	 contacted	 less	 than	 one	 decade	 later.	 	Note	
as	well	 that	Alviano	makes	no	claim	that	 the	Marubos	are	a	Mayoruna	
faction.
	 Another	 secondhand	 source	 from	 this	 period,	 like	Grubb,	 puts	 the	
Marubo	 on	 the	Gálvez	 and	 illustrates	 just	 how	 little	was	 known	 about	
groups	labeled	Marubo	during	this	period:
Mayos,	Mabas	 and	Marubos:	 between	 the	Gálvez	 (tributary	of	 the	 Javari),	






references	 to	what	were	 surely	 two	 linguistically	 and	 ethnically	 distinct	
groups;	and	 in	a	 later	publication	 introduced	the	 idea	 that	 there	existed	
slavery	among	these	groups:
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Itacoaí,	Arrôjo	Rivers/Streams;	and	Mayorunas	on	the	Brazilian	Jandiatuba	
(Villarejo	1953:162).60
Marubos:	 Located	 in	 the	 area	 between	 the	Tapiche	 and	 Jaquirana	 Rivers.	
They	and	the	Pisahuas	hold	the	Mayos	and	Mayorunas	 in	slavery.	 	Nahua	
subtribe.		See	“Pishahuas.”		Savajes	(Villarejo	1959:139).61
It	would	 appear,	 then,	 that	 during	 the	 1940s	 and	 early	 1950s	 the	 term	
Marubo	 was	 being	 applied	 to	 several	 little-known	 and/or	 uncontacted	
groups	 living	on	the	Javari	and	its	 tributaries,	 including	the	Matses	and	
the	modern-day	Marubos.
The present-day Marubos of the Ituí and Curuçá Rivers





Subsequent	 to	 these	missionaries’	 contact	with	 the	Marubos,	word	 lists	
(Boutle	1964;	Fields	1970)	and	grammatical	descriptions	(Kennel	1978;	

















is	 composed	 of	 several	 tribes	 that	 spoke	 mutually	 intelligible	 Panoan	
languages	(Ruedas	2001:709–41,	2003:37–9,	2004:30–4).63		The	language	
38
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of	one	of	these	groups	(the	Shainawabo	people)	is	what	the	Marubos	speak	
now,	 and	 a	 second	 language,	 that	 of	 the	 Inunawabo	 and	 Kananawabo	
people,	 was	 in	 part	 retained	 as	 a	 component	 of	 a	 ceremonial/shamanic	
language	called	Asãikiki	by	the	Marubos.		The	rest	of	the	languages	were	
reportedly	forgotten.		
	 This	 union	of	 tribes	 occurred	 as	 follows,	 according	 to	Marubo	oral	
history.		During	the	beginning	of	the	invasion	of	the	Javari	area	by	rubber	
tappers	 (i.e.,	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 ninteenth	 century),	 the	 ancestors	 of	 the	
Marubo	lived	in	the	Javari	basin,	north	of	their	current	 location.	 	Some	




















closely	 than	 any	 other	 Panoan	 language.	 	 Katukina	 was	 second	 closest	




modern	Marubo,	 Shipibo,	 and	Katukina.	 	Matses,	Matis,	Marubo,	 and	
Shipibo	data	were	elicited	by	me	and	checked	in	the	field	with	multiple	
speakers,	with	 special	 attention	 to	detecting	possible	misunderstandings	
in	 Spix’s	 list.	 	 Katukina	 data	 are	 from	Aguiar	 (1994),	 Key	 (2000),	 and	
39
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	 As	 a	 final	 step,	 I	 compared	 twenty-two	 words	 from	 the	 Asãikiki	
ceremonial	 language/register	 of	 the	Marubo,	 and	 I	 found	 that	 despite	
some	 intriguing	 lexical	 matches	 and	 phonological	 similarities,	 overall	











CONCLUSION: DID THE KULINAS
 BECOME THE MARUBOS?
	 The	time	span	between	the	disappearance	of	the	Kulinas	of	Olivença	
(at	the	end	of	the	nineteenth	century)	and	the	appearance	of	the	Modern	
Marubos	 (in	 the	middle	 of	 the	 twentieth	 century)	was	 long	 enough	 to	
have	given	 time	 for	 the	Kulinas	of	 the	Olivença	 to	have	migrated	 from	
the	 Jandiatuba	 River	 area	 to	 the	 not-too-distant	 Ituí	 River	 and	 other	
localities	in	the	Javari	basin.		It	is	surely	no	coincidence	that	the	Kulinas	of	
Olivença,	the	Marubos	of	Maucallacta	and	the	Mayorunas	of	Cochiquinas	









group	 living	 in	 this	area	or	 in	 the	Javari	basin	speaking	a	 language	very	
similar	 to	Kulina	of	Olivença.	 	 If	 the	Kulina	of	Olivença	 language	was	
not	the	direct	ancestor	of	Modern	Marubo,	another	possibility	is	that	the	
40
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	 In	 short,	 the	 answer	 to	 the	 question	 is	 a	 tentative	“yes”:	 the	 lexical	
comparison	and	the	ethnohistorical	investigations	indicate	that	it	is	quite	
possible,	if	not	probable,	that	the	Kulinas	of	Olivença,	or	a	faction	of	this	
group,	 formed	part	 of	 the	multiethnic	 society	 that	 came	 to	be	know	as	





1)	 In	 addition	 to	 noting	 the	 homophony	 with	 Arawan	 Kulina,	
scholars	should	be	sure	to	distinguish	Kulina	of	Olivença	(a	Nawa	
language)	and	Kulina	of	the	Curuçá	(a	Mayoruna	language).		
















languages	 from	the	other	Panoan	 languages,	both	 in	 reference	 to	 the	historical	
Mayoruna	 (Sagolis	 1901:365;	 Larraburre	 1908:XIII:261;	 Izaguirre	 1922–29:
42
Tipití: Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Lowland South America
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/vol5/iss2/2
                                Did the Kulinas become the Marubos?         179
IX:40),	 and	of	 the	modern	Matses	 (D’Ans	1982:92;	Kneeland	1994:23;	Lanes	
2000:162,	 2002:116;	Dorigo	 2001:9–10).	 	However,	 previous	 classifiers	 of	 the	
Panoan	family	have	failed	to	separate	the	Mayoruna	languages	at	the	highest	level	
as	I	have	done,	typically	instead	placing	the	Mayoruna	languages	(often	ignoring	
this	branch’s	 internal	diversity	and	calling	 it	 the	“Mayoruna/Matses	 language”)	



























Marubo,	Katukina,	 and	Yawanawa	 speakers.	 	Frank	 (1994:140)	 reports	mutual	







	 6.	 	 Mayoruna,	 Marubo,	 Shipibo	 and	 Kapanawa	 data	 for	 Table	 1	 were	
collected	by	me,	the	latter	two	after	prior	consultation	of	published	dictionaries	
(Loriot	et	al	1993;	Loos	and	Loos	1998).		Kashibo	data	were	collected	by	Roberto	
Zariquiey	 following	my	 specifications,	 after	 prior	 consultation	 of	 Shell	 (1987)	
and	Key	(2000).		The	following	are	the	sources	for	the	other	languages	in	Table	
1.	 	Katukina:	Aguiar	 (1994),	Key	 (2000),	Lanes	 (2000);	Amawaka:	 d’Ans	 and	
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Van	den	Eynde	(1972);	Hyde	(1980);	Kashinawa:	Montag	(1981),	Lanes	(2000);	
Sharanawa:	 Jakway	 (1975),	 Scott	 (2004);	 Shanenawa:	 Lanes	 (2000),	 Cândido	
(2004);	Chakobo:	Zingg	(1998),	Key	(2000);	Kasharari:	Pickering	(1973),	Lanes	
(2000),	Sousa	(2004),	Couto	(2005).		A	lexical	match	was	scored	when	the	two	
roots	 (excluding	prefixes	 and	 suffixes,	 and	 any	modifying	words	 in	multi-word	
terms)	were	both	phonologically	equivalent	(taking	into	account	consistent	sound	
changes	and	probable	transcription	errors)	and	semantically	equivalent	(i.e.,	not	
just	 looking	 for	 any	matching	 form	 in	 the	 language).	 	 Percentages	 in	Table	 1	
should	 be	 read	 as	 relative	 indexes	 of	 relative	 lexical	 similarity,	 not	 as	 values	 to	





150	words	 from	the	Swadesh	 (1952)	 list	were	available,	 and	 for	 the	Yaminawa	
dialect	complex,	only	a	few	selected	dialects	are	included.
	 7.	 	The	available	historical	sources	can	be	divided	into	three	types:	 i)	first-
hand	reports	(where	the	author	actually	saw	the	people	in	question);	ii)	locally-
collected	 second-hand	 reports	 (where	 the	 author	 traveled	 to	 the	 relevant	
locality	 and	 obtained	 information	 from	 locals);	 and	 iii)	 second-	 or	 third-hand	
information	based	on	sources	of	types	(i)	and	(ii).		Types	(i)	and	(ii)	will	be	referred	

















Pirros	 y	Cunivos...”	 (Chantre	1901:580).	 	“Sus	nombres	 eran	Cambas,	Remos,	
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	 16.	 	My	 translation;	 original	 in	 Italian:	Molte	 sono	 le	 tribù	 selvaggie	 che	
abitano	nelle	vicinanze	di	S.	Pablo	d’Oliveinça;	distinguonsi	fra	le	altre	i	Campivas,	
gli	Arayas,	Culinas	 e	Ticuñas;	 tutti	 vanno	nudi,	 con	poca	o	nessuna	differenza	
dalle	altre	tribù,	alle	quali	danno	indistintamente	il	nome	di	Tapuyos	(barbari).












used	 for	 Indians	 on	 the	 Juruá	 earlier	 than	Castelnau’s	 visit.	 	This	may	 be	 the	
source	of	Marcoy’s	(1867:98)	questionable	location	of	the	Kulinas	on	the	Juruá	in	
1640–80.	













Paz	Soldan.	 	Hoje	 os	 indios	 que	 vivem	no	 valle	 do	 «Javary»	 	 são	 em	pequeno	
numero,	 devido	 ás	 correrias	 continuas,	 que	 fazem	 os	 caucheiros	 peruanos	 para	
expellil-os	do	territorio,	onde	exploram	o	—	Caucho,	e	para	tomarem	as	pequenas,	
45
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e	 extração	 da	 borracha.	 [...]	 	 Conseguimos	 levantar	 o	 pequeno	 vocabulario,	
que,	estudado	com	o	Sr.	Curt	Nimuendajú,	verificámos	tratar-se	de	um	diateto	
Aruak.
	 28.	 	My	 translation;	 original	 in	Portuguese:	Curinas	 (Colinas):	Ocupam	 a	
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second	groupe,	les	Kulina	ou	Kurina,	représente	le	gros	de	la	tribu.		Ces	Indiens,	
qui	 s’appellent	 eux-mêmes	 Madiha	 et	 que	 les	 Kašinawa	 nomment	 Pišinawa	
(Indiens	puants)	ou	Čapunawa	(Indiens	pourris),	vivent	actuellement	entre	l’Erú	et	
le	Gregorio	et	ont	vécu	autrefois	entre	l’Envirá	et	le	Tarauacá.








	 32.	 	The	Mawi	Kulinas	 in	Tabatinga	 report	 that	 some	Mawis	went	 to	 the	







three	Kulina	men),	 their	 children	 (fathered	by	Matses	men),	and	other	Matses	













	 37.	 	The	Matses	word	 tonnad	 is	 a	 general	 term	 for	 all	 tree	 species	 of	 the	





e	 têm	os	mesmos	 costumes.	 	Os	que	 tem	 sido	 attrahidos	 á	 civilisação,	 habitão	
na	decadente	povoação	de	Maucallacta,	á	margem	direita	do	Marañon.		Os	que	
permanecem	selvaticos	são	antropophagos,	como	os	Mayorunas	do	alto	Javary.		
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	 45.	 	 My	 translation;	 original	 in	 Spanish:	 Los	 Morubas	 componen	 como	










aldea	está	en	 la	orilla	 sud	del	Amazonas	 i	 al	N.	 se	 sitúan,	el	otro	grupo	de	 los	
Mayorunas	i	la	tribu	indeterminada	en	número	de	los	Mariatés.
	 47.		My	translation;	original	in	French:	Le	population	du	village	se	compose	
de	 trente-cinq	 familles,	 formant	 un	 ensemble	 d’environ	 cent	 quatre-vingts	




Tipití: Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Lowland South America
http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/vol5/iss2/2
                                Did the Kulinas become the Marubos?         185
pour	les	plus	petits	canots.		C’est	une	tribu	de	Mayorounas,	mais	ils	sont	en	guerre	
























	 51.	 	My	translation;	original	 in	Spanish:	Cochiquinas	es	poblada	por	unos	
250	individuos	Mayorunas	que	se	ocupan	en	recoger	zarzaparrilla,	copal	y	otros	
productos.	 [...]	 	 Maucallacta,	 es	 habitado	 por	 indios	 marubos	 ó	 marobas,	 los	
que	son	una	division	de	los	mayorunas.		Este	lugar	tendrá	un	poco	mas	de	100	
habitantes.
	 52.	 	 My	 translation;	 original	 in	 Spanish:	 11.04	 	 Llegada	 al	 pueblo	 de	
Maucallacta,	 que	 quiere	 decir	 “Pueblo	 viejo.”	 	 [...]	 	Los	 indios	 de	Maucallacta	





Llacta	 en	 ruina	 completa.	 	 Cochiquinas	 tampoco	 existe,	 salvo	 algunas	 casas	
dispersas	más	abajo.
	 54.		This	makes	improbable	Philippe	Erikson’s	(1996:57)	proposed	etymology	
of	 the	 term	Marubo	 as	 containing	 the	Mayoruna	 (Matses,	 Matis,	 etc.)	 word	
maro	‘bald’.	 	However	more	problematic	is	the	fact	that	the	word	maro	‘bald’	is	





Did the Kulinas become the Marubos? A Linguistic and Ethnohistori
Published by Digital Commons @ Trinity, 2007
186         David W. Fleck










«Galvez»	 até	 Lontazana.	 	 O	 «Jaquirana»,	 nome	 por	 que	 é	 conhecido	 o	 «Alto	
Javarí»,	desde	a	fós	do	«Galvez»	até	á	nascente,	serve	de	habitat	aos	«Marubius».
	 57.		My	translation;	original	in	Portuguese:	Marubas...Esta	tribo	vive	no	Alto	
Curuçá,	no	Ituí,	 Itaquaí,	Arrôjo,	 rio	das	pedras.	 	Estes	 indios	 são	 inimigos	dos	
caucheiros;	têm	pouco	contacto	com	os	brancos.
	 58.	 	My	translation;	original	 in	Portuguese:	Idioma	dos	Marubas	—	É	um	
dialeto	 do	 primeiro	 grupo	 lingüístico,	 dos	 americanistas,	 e	 pertenece	 à	 família	
Pano.
	 59.		My	translation;	original	in	Spanish:	Mayos,	mabas	y	marubos:	entre	el	










	 62.	 	 Silva’s	 (1952)	 report,	 cited	 in	 Loukotka	 (1968),	 could	 be	 the	 earliest	
detailed	source	on	the	modern	Marubos,	and	presumably	contains	linguistic	data.	
Unfortunately	this	document	is	inaccessible	and	probably	lost.		
	 63.	 	 I	 first	 learned	 of	 this	merging	 of	 tribes	 from	 Javier	Ruedas	 (personal	
communication),	 who	 has	 conducted	 anthropological	 fieldwork	 among	 the	
Marubo.	 	 I	 later	 confirmed	 and	 inquired	 further	 about	 this	 information	 with	
Marubo	speakers	in	Atalaia	do	Norte,	a	Brazilian	town	on	the	lower	Javari	River.
	 64.		The	Asãikiki	list	come	partly	from	my	own	field	data	and	partly	from	
data	 kindly	made	 available	 to	me	 by	 Pedro	Cesarino,	 who	 is	 writing	 a	 Ph.D.	
dissertation	 on	 this	 topic.	 	 According	 to	 Cesarino	 (personal	 communication),	
the	Asãikiki,	in	addition	to	lexical	items	that	appear	to	be,	as	the	Marubo	claim,	
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Appendix 1: Lexical comparison of Spix’s list with Kulina of the Curuçá 
River and Modern Marubo
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